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CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH SYSTEM RESPONSE 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.06 pm]: I rise to update members of the house on the 
enormous efforts currently underway to minimise the impact of novel coronavirus, or COVID-19, on the 
Western Australian community. I acknowledge the many unknowns that we face in this evolving situation and the 
understandable community concern that has subsequently arisen. 

Since learning of the emergence of COVID-19, the Department of Health has been working tirelessly with its national 
and international counterparts, and relevant authorities, to prepare Western Australia for the likelihood of this virus 
becoming more widespread. These early efforts have so far proved effective. All six of WA’s COVID-19 cases 
have acquired infection outside of Australia or via close contact with a person who has returned from travel abroad. 
The Western Australian health system continues to work around the clock to ensure WA is as prepared as it can 
be to manage the anticipated spread of COVID-19. 

With increasing numbers of Western Australians presenting for COVID testing, PathWest is currently processing 
around 300 tests a day. New arrangements are now in place to manage this demand. Today, walk-in COVID clinics 
have opened at Royal Perth Hospital, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and Fiona Stanley Hospital. These clinics are 
open from 8.00 am to 8.00 pm to provide testing and support for at-risk people—that is, people experiencing cold 
and flu-like symptoms who have recently returned from overseas or been in contact with a confirmed case of 
COVID-19. These new clinics will operate in addition to PathWest’s eight dedicated COVID collection centres, 
which are providing specimen collection for patients who have been referred for testing by their general practitioner, 
and its recently established domiciliary service. 

In anticipation of more widespread infection in WA, the health system is exploring a range of options for managing 
COVID-19 patients. Every effort is being made to keep the public and key stakeholders informed of developments. 
In addition to the many intergovernmental briefings and meetings that are going on behind the scenes, daily 
media events are being held to field queries and update members of the public. At the weekend, we commenced 
a statewide multimedia advertising campaign that will ensure the public is given clear and accurate information 
relating to COVID-19. 

Although regional and remote areas of our state are deemed to be at lower risk of COVID-19 infection than the 
metropolitan area, regional Western Australia continues to be well supported by its respective health services. 
The regional health services are on standby to implement COVID clinics as the need arises. The health department 
has been working closely with local stakeholders, including the Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia 
and Aboriginal community-controlled health services, to minimise the potential impact of COVID-19 on their 
communities. As part of its COVID-19 planning, the state government is taking into account the geographical factors 
that may limit health service access for some Aboriginal communities, and the need for culturally-appropriate 
education, messaging and public health and clinical interventions. 

We recognise that in dealing with COVID-19, we are entering uncharted territory. However, I have great 
confidence in the strong and highly competent health professionals who are leading Western Australia’s response 
to the situation. 
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